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of the lavish open-handedness that made the
fraternity welcome in so many ports. Every,
Teach, England, and a dozen others in his place,
would have thrown the commission to the winds,
and sailed the seas under the red flag. Kidd's
ruling idea appears to have been that he could
hoodwink the world as to his doings under cover
of his commission : so that when he heard of the
charges against him he believed he could disarm
his accusers by sheer impudence. At his trial
he attempted to lay all the blame on his crew,
and vowed he was 'the innocentest person of
them all/ and all the witnesses were perjured.
Whatever touch of misdirected heroism was to
be found In any pirate, it was certainly not to
be found in Kidd. He was altogether a con-
temptible rascal, and had no claims to be a
popular hero.

Though Littleton's squadron captured no pirate
ships, its presence till the autumn of 1700 had
a salutary effect.* Some made their submission,
and the number who continued to ply their trade
was greatly reduced. Many of them were glad

* One small Arab vessel that rashly attacked the Harwich, mis-
taking it for a merchant vessel, was disposed of with a broadside.